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Factors leading to a backlog in untested rape kits
Rape kits provide valuable evidence in sexual assaults—one of the factors leading to a backlog in untested rape kits in police culture (Wang & Wein, 2018). When law investigators don't take rape claims seriously, the investigations lag, resulting in increased unattended cases.  The leadership in many investigations’ units lack proper management that contributes to the negligence of sexual assault cases. They also lack resources to follow up untested rape kits and staff to transport untested kits to crime for testing.
Another factor leading to a backlog in untested rape kits is the lack of policies and protocols for rape kit testing.  Many criminal justice institutions lack clear, written guidelines that outline the testing of rape kits, resulting in case rulings made based on a case-to-case basis (Campbell et al., 2017). The detectives fail to send rape kits for analysis.  The law enforcement agencies fail to prioritize and allocate funds that other crimes obtain to sexual assaults, and the crimes are inadequately staffed. Lack of adequate staff leads to an inability to conduct investigations appropriately.
In addition, knowledge gaps and lack of training about sexual assaults and their effects on survivors can impact survivors.  Lack of training to investigators on victimization and the trauma associated with rape influences them to label cases of the victims as unfounded. The victims walk out of the case due to blame and privacy treatments.
Public crime labs across the countries have unclear lab policies that address rape kit testing. In the past years, some labs were prohibited from submission of rape kits and narrowed submission policies. Law enforcement institutions that have invested in providing effective justice to rape victims and preventing future crimes have dedicated enough resources towards addressing the backlogs.
Many jurisdictions perform rape kit testing in cases where the offender is unknown to identify the suspects through DNA evidence. Rape kit testing is significant in providing efficient criminal justice to the victim of assaults.  Testing is crucial to identify the offender and exonerate innocents’ suspects.
Lack of resources is a critical contributing factor to an increased backlog of untested rape kits in many countries. A testing rape kit is expensive; thus, many kits never make it to crime labs and remain untested in police facilities. Many crime labs have struggled to maintain sufficient funding and staff.
Consequences of backlogs
The consequences of backlog in untested rape kits are victimization of victims of sexual assaults and lack of trust in the public's criminal justice systems.  Many survivors tend to walk away from the case due to inadequate treatments by the responsible law enforcement officers.  Law enforcement individuals often mistreat the survivors. Lack of testing of rape kits can lead to trauma of the victims and increased cases of sexual assaults. 
Solution 
The governments and law enforcement systems have devoted resources to address the backlog of untested kits by providing resources and adequate staff (Campbell et al., 2017).  Standardizing sample collection of rape kits means government should invest in the response by implementing appropriate policies.  Policies guides investigations of the cases to provide correct criminal justice to the victim. In 2019, President Trump signed a bill to help eradicate the backlog of rape kits (Speaker, 2019).  The law provides funding to eliminate backlogs in untested rape kits. The law aimed to solve the backlog of rape kits across the nation that was untested. Many public crime labs have reimplemented their outdated policies to conduct practical DNA analysis to identify the suspects. According to research, New York City served as a model for the nation when it devoted to testing every rape kit in its backlog and conducting follow-ups on the cases (Speaker, 2019).
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